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Drywall

Paper-backed drywall that has been underwater must
be removed. If the floodwaters were high or mold
damage is extensive, remove all of the drywall to the
ceiling.

If there has been less than 18 inches of flooding and
there is no insulation in the wall cavity, drywall may be
removed to the four-foot line. Drywall is sold in four-
foot sections. NO MOLD must be visible above the
four-foot line on both the inside and outside of the wall
for this option to be safe.

Plaster walls

If the plaster is sound on the walls facing the outside
and there is no insulation in the wall, try to save

the plaster walls. To dry wall cavities, remove the
baseboard, then remove plaster to just below the top
of the baseboard. This will allow the repairs to remain
hidden by the replacement trim.

Wood paneling

Remove paneling. If intact, it can be cleaned and
reinstalled later.

Insulation

All flooded and moldy
fibrous and open-

cell foam insulation
must be removed.
Dispose of insulation
in heavy-duty trash
bags. Closed-cell foam
insulation that can be
cleaned and dried may
be salvageable.
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Kitchen cabinets and countertops

Kitchen cabinets made of pressboard or other
composite boards that have gotten wet are not
salvageable. Cabinets, especially top cabinets, made
of plywood or wooden boards may be saved. You can
save and resuse the countertop, kitchen sink, working
fixtures, and plumbing when you replace the base
cabinets.
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Removedrywall N
from walls

Score drywall with a utility knife along the four-foot
mark where the top and bottom pieces of drywall were
taped together when the wall was built. Then pull out
the drywall with the hook of the crowbar.

If a saw and electricity are not available, use a pry
bar to punch through walls and pull down lath and
plaster. Most of the removed lath should fall on top of
the removed plaster. Bundle the lath separately and
remove it. Then shovel the plaster into large cans

Remove drywall in the largest pieces possible to
create less dust. Two people can work together to pull
sheets from the wall. Once you’ve opened an inside
wall, push the drywall into the next room. Remove any
nails and screws still protruding from the studs.

Remove plaster from walls

If electricity and a reciprocating saw are available, cut
through the plaster and lath between studs. Using a
pry bar, pull the plaster and lath away from studs. Two
people working on either end of cut laths makes this
much easier. Before cutting, make sure electricity in
the wall is not on.

NAKAYA TAKASHI lab.

for disposal in a dumpster or heavy-duty bags for
curbside pickup.

Remove insulation

Place insulation in heavy-duty trash bags and dispose
of it.
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Prepare surfaces

Remove any remaining nails and screws from studs
and ceiling joists.

Clean all surfaces

Prepare a non-phosphate multipurpose cleaner or
detergent in a bucket following the instructions on the
cleaning product label. (See page 16 for information
about cleaners.) Starting at the ceiling, wipe with a
scrub brush, sponge mop, or hand sponges until all
visible dirt and stains are removed.

During wet cleaning, use the least amount of water
possible to avoid soaking the building materials.
Should the wood become very wet, let it dry
completely before taking the next steps. Wet surfaces
that do not dry completely may grow new mold.

Vacuum all surfaces

After wet cleaning is complete, let the surface dry and
let any airborne dust and mold spores settle. Clean
all surfaces with a vacuum equipped with a high-

6. PRE-CONSTRUCTION CLEANING AND TREATMENT Minimum PPE

Required

efficiency particulate Wear at least:
air (HEPA) filter to - acap
remove the settled

dust and mold spores. BiEh glosses

This is an important - half-face negative
step if lead-based pressure respirator
paint or asbestos may .
have been disturbed. Ao it

» rubber boots
Disinfect all hard - water-resistant gloves
(nonporous)

surfaces

Nonporous surfaces that have been exposed to
floodwaters may be contaminated with bacteria. Mold
spores may have also settled on these surfaces.
Prepare a disinfectant following the instructions on the
label. (See page 16 for section about disinfectants and
a special note about the use of household bleach.)
Never mix disinfectants with other chemicals. For
example, household bleach and ammonia create

a toxic gas, and other chemicals can render the
disinfectant ineffective.

12 AField Guide for Flooded Home Cleanup
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REMEMBER - Cleaning and disinfection are TWO separate steps.

1. CLEAN THE SURFACE: Cleaning is the process of removing dirt and mold from a surface. Use cleaning products that
are most effective at separating the dirt from the building material. BLEACH IS NOT A CLEANER. Disinfectants are
much less effective when the surface is dirty. Clean first, then disinfect.

2. DISINFECT THE SURFACE, WHEN NEEDED: Disinfectants are used to kill harmful microorganisms like bacteria, viruses,
and mold. Disinfectants are not necessary when a surface is porous or inaccessible to residents after a rebuild (such
as inside a wall cavity). Disinfectants are only recommended for use on nonporous surfaces (such as countertops,
bathtubs/showers, and sinks) and are less effective on porous surfaces (such as wood and drvwall).

mAYA TAKASHI lab. 26




Tips

= e

ADRLANLEL, AEDOBHIRZINH
ENTLWDIRRETHR I I D& iR

Treat porous wood surfaces with a borate
solution

Products with borate salts can help prevent mold from
reemerging on porous surfaces. The borate salts soak
into the wood and create a less favorable environment
for mold to settle and grow.

Manufacturers recommend applying the product when
the wood is not totally dry. A wetter surface helps the
wood absorb the borate salts. Treat the open wall
cavities with a penetrating borate solution prepared to
the manufacturer’s directions. Products that contain
the ingredient disodium octaborate tetrahydrate
(borate salt) have been demonstrated to be effective.
For best coverage, apply borate solutions with a pump
tank sprayer. A paint brush, paint roller, or trigger
spray bottle may also be used.

%:\‘KAYA TAKASHI lab.
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VACUUM ALL SURFACES

After wood framing is thoroughly brushed or scraped,
carefully vacuum all surfaces. Use a corner tool to
access tight spaces.
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